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Armed Forces Day Parade/Irwindale Speedway, Judgment Day 2011 
  By Saul A. Marquez 

 

     According to christian radio host preacher Harold Camping, the world would end on Saturday 21 May 2011 at exactly 18:00 hrs. 
Coincidently, our annual Armed Forces Day Parade and the presentation at the Irwindale Speedway was also on the same day. 
The radio host preacher from Oakland, California with assets well over 50 million dollars had over 5,000 billboards world wide in 
all languages marking the end "Judgment day 21 May 2011". Well as we all should know by now, it just didn't happen! 
     The preacher Harold Camping was quoted after the fact as saying "Oops, I am flabbergasted that the prophecy did not come 
true". However, in an another Oops!,..he was again quoted as saying "it will definitely happen on the 21st of October 2011". Surely 
if he is not the false prophet, he should immediately funnel millions of those dollars to those believers in Joplin, Missouri. Al-
though those monster tornados which killed over 150 people and leveled a huge region...like Armageddon,....is it possible to make 
believers out of any of us?  Well,...members of all military vehicle chapters, I have checked our club's activities calendar and I be-
lieve we are for sure clear on that Friday for the apocalypse. Just think green! 

Dave Hancock with Afghanistan Veterans  
Our Magnificent Seven  

Armed Forces Day Parade, Guess Who?  
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Parade ready! 

     For me that day 21 May 2011 came in at exactly zero dark thirty. Zero dark thirty is when the distant crow of a rooster is heard 
and the dim light of a new day begins. The air outside that beautiful morning was crisp with a heavy dew all over my M-37 weap-
ons carrier. The end of the world???.....Not on my watch!...Well as I waited for my brother Beto with breakfast, (chorizo and eggs 
burritos), I couldn't stop thinking about the most unfortunate doomsday event that did occurred with our M-151A1 jeep. She was 
DEADLINE! Briefly I will share information for those of you planning to install a new rebuilt distributor. If and when you buy one, 
make sure that the vendor has removed the two side caps on the housing where the brass fitting go. Mine were frozen to the 
point where I ruined the screws trying to loosen them and of course the vendor assumed no responsibility because he is in the 
state of Pennsylvania awaiting judgment day. Eventually those D--N screw caps did came out with an easy out tool and a few 
choice words that are not found in any dictionary. 
     So around 08:30 hrs., off we went to Jerry's home in Lakewood where we all met for the convoy to the parade line in Torrance. 
Every year the Armed Forces Day Parade in the City of Torrance, gets bigger and better. I understand its the largest military pa-
rade in the west coast. By 10:15 hrs., we began our move to our rendezvous near the American Legion Post #170 where we met 
up with more military vehicles at Dinos Burgers. Naturally, my brother and I had to say hello to our legion members as we shared 
a few adult beverages with them. We see them including the "Poppy Flower" lady but only once a year. After my brother and I 
had our lunch with the gang (cow tongue burritos), off we went to pick up our precious cargo. 
     When we got to the church parking lot around 12:00 hrs., to pick up our honored guest (WWII, Korean, and Vietnam Veterans), 
we were glad that we had a total of 15 vehicles. 
     A big thanks to the following members:...Jerry Berry M151-A1, Jeff MacDonald M-38, Nelson Reynolds GPW, Mark Goulet MB, 

The Brothers Two, Stand By To Stand By  

Armed Forces Day Parade, Guess Who?  
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Norm LeFebreve MB, Bruce Hearn M151, Frank Suarez MB, Ginger Graham WC, Patrick Taylor M-35, Dave Hancock WC-6, Vincent 
Quang M151-A2, Ryan Millet M-52, Skip Grantham WC-51, Albert De La Mora MB, and yours truly Saul A. Marquez M-37. 
     I humbly did observed a few fragile bodies of those ancient warriors from WWll enter the command car belonging to Dave Han-
cock with tremendous pride and joy in their faces. My brother and I had the privilege of transporting the Combat Infantry Badge 
Association members again,...also from those three wars. When we finally arrived at the start of the parade it was a little on the hot 
side but that quickly changes as always, when the cool ocean air arrives. 
     Strange as it is, the times are a changing as more and more secret service members are seen everywhere throughout the pa-
rade route.....even on roof tops. I suppose because of the many bad people in this world who want our end,...even after judgment 
day,...security has to be ever so present. 
     Then just like clock work, at exactly 13:30 hrs., the parade began to the constant cheering and hand clapping of thousands of 
Americans enjoying the meaning of it all. Flags and banners were flying everywhere in the parade. We blasted our horns and si-
rens to the scores of waving crowds. I believe we were photographed and video recorded a zillion times just like movie celebrities. 
After all the waiting like all parades, they do come to the end and for us it was around 14:40 hrs. Our next move was to the Irwin-
dale Speedway. However,....blame it on Judgment Day,....I was only able to recruit one vehicle for the move north. It was Dave Han-
cock with his 1941 WC-6 Command Car. 
     Before leaving the city of Torrance, I had already communicated with the advance party from Irwindale lead by our club's presi-
dent Luther Ritter. Every thing was at the ready outside the raceway when Dave and I arrived a little after 16:00 hrs. Here 
again,....blame it on Judgment Day,....we were only able to muster up a total of five vehicles. But in less then an hour,...two more 
vehicles arrived and we were glad to display the seven. A big thank you to our magnificent seven:...Brandon Pickens M-35, D.J. 
from Jan's Towing 5 ton wrecker, Richard Snedaker M38-A1, Frank Mueller M38-A1, Luther Ritter M-3A1 Scout Car, yours truly Saul 
A. Marquez M-37, and Dave Hancock WC-6 Command Car. Just like every year since 2006, we were given the recognition for sup-
porting our nation's veterans in the main arena to the cheering crowds in the stands. Before the start of the races at 19:00 hrs., just 
like every year, we are allowed to race the two laps around the track with horns and sirens blasting at the incredible speed of 25 
MPH.....we were all winners! 
     For my brother Beto and I, it was indeed a very long day. We both forgot about the doomsday time,...18:00 hrs.,...when no ex-
traordinary cataclysm occurred,.."JUDGMENT DAY"...the end of the world. Around that time, we were probably eating hot dogs and 
drinking yellow 7-up. Like always in this month of May (Memorial Day) all of us are glad to support our veterans and communities. 
We all got home safe and most important, no breakdowns. 

And There' Off! End Of Lap #1  

Finishing Lap #2 at Warp Speed  End Of Mission  
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ACTIVITIES  

Here is a tentative calendar for various events, for more information on those please contact 
Saul Marquez at (626)252-6850 Activities officer for Los Angeles area. 

June 12—SCMVCC Meeting—swap meet—general meeting 10:00AM— 
swap meet much earlier and also after general meeting and show 

at AMVETS of  Irwindale 14910 Los Angeles St. see map on back page;  
Next months meeting  July 10, 2011 at  AMVETS. 

Activities for June, July, and August 2011 
           

     11 June (Saturday) 2011, short notice! (SDMVCC) Hemet-Ryan Air Show from 08:30 hrs. to 15:00 hrs. See web 
site for details (http://hemet-ryanairshow.org/) or contact Kylia Sicoli at 951-212-3536       
 

11 June (Saturday) 2011, short notice! Oak Tree Gun Club in Newhall, Calif. The fund raiser presentation is for our 
armed forces past and present. See web site (www.aimhighspirits.com) or call James Pera at 661-714-9781 
 

9/13 June (Thursday thur Monday) 2011, Military Vehicle Camp out at Chuck Reuter's Place 
in Tehachapi, Calif. Call 661-972-6138 or see page 9 for more information. 
 

     24/26 June (Friday/Saturday/Sunday) 2011, "Route 66 Convoy 2011" (Irwindale to Calico Ghost Town and Am-
boy)...Person of contact is Saul A. Marquez at 626-252-6850. Gentle people on 12 June 2011, our club meet, I will be 
approaching the membership with a sign up sheet for the convoy. I hope that when I ask you about it, your answer 
will be a simple....Yes!, sign me up!...or no!,....I can not attend. What I do not want to hear from you is "I will let you 
know later" or "I am not sure at this time" and worst of all...."call me next week to remind me"  For those of you that 
don't know anything about the convoy, "Route 66 Convoy 2010" was a great success. See our club's newsletter (May 
2010). If you don't have it, or can't find it, call me at 626-252-6850 and I will e-mail it to you. 
     This is the plan:...some of us will camp over at the Amvets Friday night on the 24th. A driver's safety meeting will 
be conducted on the 25th Saturday morning by Luther Ritter around 07:00 hrs. The convoy will then leave at approxi-
mately 08:00 hrs. 
     Just a reminder, from Amvets post #113 in Irwindale to Calico Ghost Town on Route 66 is approximately 127 miles. 
Less then 18 of those miles will be on the main highway up Cajon Pass. We will be picking up members as we travel 
to Calico. The Inland Empire guys will meet us near Devore at our first comfort/maintenance stop. Other members will 
also meet us at the Outpost Cafe, Pilot travel center when we break for lunch. Our time of arrival should be around 
15:30 hrs. After we secure our camp sites, we will then be on display at the town center. We can then have dinner at 
the Calico House Restaurant. Prices are very reasonable and the food is great! Some of us will then depart to Amboy 
which is another 72 miles which should bring us in before sundown. The return home on Sunday the 26th can be co-
ordinated as a convoy again. Last year, the convoy did not leave Calico until 15:30 hrs. 
 

     24/26 June (Friday/Saturday/Sunday) 2011, The American Legion California Convention Presentation/mini pa-
rade. This event is to be held at the Ontario Convention Center. The address is 2000 E. Convention Center Way in the 
city of Ontario, Calif. The convention is actually from the 23rd to the 26th. Person of contact is Michael Cormican, ex-
ecutive board member for post #755 at cell 626-824-5315. the request is for vehicles on those 3 days for display until 
18:00 hrs. A short mini parade will take place only on Friday at 17:30 hrs. from the Double Tree Inn to The Holiday Inn. 
 

     4 July (Monday) 2011, City of La Verne Parade. The line up is on "D" st. south of Foothill Bl. Person of contact is 
Luther Ritter at 626-664-7212. 
 

     8/9/10 July (Friday/Saturday/Sunday) 2011, "Old Fort Mac Arthur Days" annual camp out. The address is 3601 
South Gaffey St. San Pedro, City of Los Angeles. See web site or call 310-548-2631."MEMBERS" be aware of the new 
changes. We must register as a group. Luther Ritter will explain the procedure at our meeting again, contact Luther 
by E-mail or at the meetings to sign-up.    
 
NOTE: The mini rally proposed by Bert Carlyle and Richard Snedaker for 13 August 2011 has been tentatively 
changed to 8 October 2011. We have more the enough time to finalize the event. 

NOTE:...."REMINDER".... 
Club elections are being held on the next meeting June 12 
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PHOTOS BY MATT TAIT 

ATHS Truck Show at the Orange Empire Railway Museum 
Perris, CA May 1, 2011 

 

Submitted by Matt Tait 
 

On Saturday, April 30th, I met Jim Neises at his house in Mentone.  Jim had his 1941 WC-1 ½-ton pickup hooked up 
to his M416 camping trailer.  Jim also had his neat 1933 Ford tow truck loaded on a car trailer.  We hooked up the 
car trailer to my M35A2 and drove to the Orange Empire Railway Museum in Perris.  My grandson Adam rode with 
me in the M35A2.  We had a good trip to Perris and the deuce towed and stopped the car trailer nicely.  My son 
Jaron followed in my M1009. 
 

When we arrived at the museum, we saw a number of familiar faces.  Lou Bircheff was there with his wife Darla and 
an interesting Mitsubishi jeep.  It is basically a copied (and improved) CJ-3B.  The Mitsubishi has a 24-volt electrical 
system, a Diesel engine and right had steering. 
 

Also there was my dad with his M274A4 four-wheel steer Mule.  Glenn Elliott was there with his super clean Subur-
ban and his M416 camp trailer.  With Glenn were his daughter Brianna and Glenn’s friend Paula and her son Zack. 
 

Normally there is a driving tour on the Saturday before the show, but it could not be arranged this year.  Instead, we 
toured the huge car barn at the museum.  This building, which is not normally open to the public, is about 200 feet 

Three M35A2's viewed through a turntable 
at the museum.  

Arriving in Perris with Jim Neises' 1933 Ford 
Tow Truck on the trailer.  

Unloading Jim Neises' 1933 Ford Tow Truck.  

MV display area.  
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wide and 1000 feet long.  We got to go through some interesting passenger cars and walk through a huge GM Diesel 
locomotive. 
 

We had a great barbeque dinner cooked by So-Cal ATHS master chef Larry Laughlin.  Adam, his new pal Zack and I 
spent the night in the back of the M35A2 on ambulance litters. 
 

The next morning, the boys were up early.  I forgot how much a nine-year-old can talk one minute after waking up. 
 

The actual American Truck Historical Society show was Sunday only.  After having breakfast with Glenn and Paula, 
we started staging vehicles in the military area.  My brother Pat showed up on his motorcycle right as I was starting 
up the deuce, so he jumped in the truck and we headed to the display area. 
 

There were no fewer than five M35A2’s there.  I moved Bill Leuer’s 1916 FWD to the display area.  A crowd stood by 
and watched as I hand cranked the large engine to start the truck.  I parked the FWD between my dad’s Mule and Elli-
ott Cummings’ M151A2. 
 

I spent the day meeting the other M35A2 owners, helping sell ATHS T-shirts, and generally walking around looking at 
trucks.  The awards were handed out around 2:30 PM.  Elliott Cummings won best light MV with his absolutely spot-
less M151A2.  Jon Toumanian won best heavy military vehicle with his M35A2 with a great Vietnam era paint job. 
 

After the awards, Adam and I spent an hour riding every train and streetcar that was running.  We then met up with 
Jim Neises and hooked up the car trailer and tow truck.  We had an uneventful drive back to Mentone.  Adam told his 
friends about the truck show at school on Monday. 
 

This is a really fun show and the camping spot at the “Hobo Camp” is a nice shaded spot to get away from it all.  We 
are already working on interesting places to go on the 2012 driving tour.  I will definitely be there next year. 

Adam Arend enjoying the 1925 Pacific Electric 
streetcar.  

Lou Bircheff's Mitsubishi Jeep.  

Inside the huge car barn at the Orange Empire 
Railway Museum.  

CCKW with auger body still in working 
condition at the museum. 
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SUPPLY ROOM    

SCMVCC PX 
We are selling t-shirts for $ 15.00 each in sizes large 
through XXX large. (See photo below). 
We are also selling 12" diameter magnetic signs of 
the club logo for $60 per pair 
We are also selling 1' x 3' banners that contain the 
club logo and the name of the club for $50 per pair 
We are also selling 2" x 20' rolls of 2" wide magnetic 
material for $20 per roll. This is used with the 2" wide 
red and white reflective tape that is seen on semi 
trailers to make our military vehicles more visible 
without permanent altering the vehicles.   (above 
items can be seen and purchased at the meet or  
contact  Richard Snedaker at  (626)841-2403) 

FOR SALE: 1942 White Halftrack M2 cab 
and chassis, have rebuilt engine NOS ra-
diator and set of bogie's. Needs rear ar-
mor disassembled to rolling chassis. Will 
deliver for the price of fuel. $3500 
Call Dan 805-501-8979 * 

FOR SALE:  10 each 900 X 20 TIRES 
with 8 rims, most NOS some used but 
like new - 7 each mounted on BUD 6 
hole rims, 3 each tires not mounted. 
All for $850.00. 
Call Al 818-352-4492 ** 

Wanted: M715 Radiator NOS or in 
good condition . Call Al 818-352-4492** 

FOR SALE: M151A2 POWER PACK, 
Low mileage (aprox 3600 miles). Com-
plete engine with starter, alternator, dis-
tributor, carburetor and attached trans-
mission, clutch, and parking brake. Was 
in storage for over 25 years. $800.  
Call Al at 818-352-4492 ** 

FOR SALE: M416 1/4 Ton trailer, origi-
nal USMC desert camo paint, excellent 
condition Call 909-599-8176 *** 
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SUPPLY ROOM (CONTINUED)   

Couldn't make it to Normandy last summer for 
the 65th anniversary of the Allied landings on 
June 6, 1944? But you still can buy a beautiful 
commemorative license plate of the 65th anni-
versary of the landings depicting the assault 
on Omaha Beach in the early hours of June 6, 
1944. The plate is 4th in a series begin-
ning with the 50th anniversary in 1994, fol-
lowed by the 55th and the 60th anniversary in 
1999 resp. 2004. Please send check or money 
order for $25.00 (incl. S&H) to:  
Herman Pfauter 1275 San Antonio Creek Road 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111  805-964-9449 * 

FOR SALE:  All American Wonder books 
are in (save shipping) French helmets 
same as when in Nam before our turn 
$30 ea. Bumpers MB 65, GPW 75; fame 
“F” pintel hook $75; Belgium army 
perma press shirts LG. look cool $6.00. 
C. Raible 310-815-0240 or at meets. ** 

FOR SALE: 4 each 20” rims for WWII 
Chevy / GMC 1-1/2 ton truck, two with 
tires.  Good condition. All for $200.  
Call Al 818-352-4492.** 

FOR SALE: MB/GPW main LT switch 
new repro (also used in other WWII vehi-
cles) $75.; foot rest rear $25 ea; pioneer 
straps $15; new on/off key ignition switch 
(will fit original bezel) $15; Jeep car cover 
fit all models $29; Jeep zipper seat can-
vas (you add foam) plus radio cover, light 
OD canvas both $6; original B.O. LT on 
repro guard $135; paint is in !! MB/GPW 
canvas headlight covers $25/pair; crash 
pad covers $25/pr; mirror covers $12 ea; 
top with side curtain attachments $265; 
‘F’ bows $160; fire extinguisher brackets 
$45 ea; 6 volt headlights $30 (bulbs);  
reprints TM803 glove box manual $20;  
German field hats LG $3. 
C. Raible 310-815-0240 or at meets. ** 

FOR SALE: M37 3/4ton Dodge, 
with winch, running when placed in 
storage, all complete and original  
unrestored as purchased from gov-
ernment. $3800. Must sell need room 
for new project. Call Al 818-352-4492. 
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SCMVCC CLUB OFFICERS 

President.......................…Luther Ritter………………..............(626) 814-4494                                 
    E-mail…………………….….myscout30@yahoo.com 
Vice President.................. Frank Turner ……………………….(909)373-6708    
      E-mail............…………..….ke6kze@yahoo.com 
Vice President for San Diego area……..Richard Johnson……..(619) 425-2962 
    E-mail………………………..killroy321@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary.......................…Will Wagner………………….….…...(626)840-1751 
                                           E-mail…..……………...willwagner2000@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer  ......................Richard Snedaker...............................(626)841-2403 
 
Activities for Los Angeles area……Saul Marquez ……….......(626)252-6850 
  e-mail...................…………………………..lamedog43@adelphia.net  
Activities for San Diego area.…Glenn Elliott…………….........(619)276-7419 
Sgt at Arms...................….Frank Mueller………………………..(626)485-2413 
PX Operator......................Richard Snedaker.......................... (626)841-2403 
Editor...............................Al Wollonciej....................…….........(818) 352-4492 
         E-mail.....................…………....awollon@calstatela.edu 
SCMVCC CLUB WEB SITE (NEW)……………………www.SCMVCC.com    

 9— 12 1 



SOUTHERN CAL CHAPTER NEWSLETTER Page 10 

AL WOLLONCIEJ 
P.O. BOX 761 

TUJUNGA, CALIF. 91043-0761 
 U.S.A. 

DATED 
MATERIAL 

FIRST CLASS 

 

 SCMVCC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
DUES ARE $25 PER YEAR 

 
NAME_______________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________ 
 
CITY_____________________STATE____________ZIP______ 
 
  ______NEW MEMBER 
 
  ______MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
 
VEHICLE 
OWNED_____________________________Year_____________ 
 Note:.  Vehicle ownership is not required for membership 
 
TELEPHONE(S)   HOME ___________________________  
  
      CELL  __________________________ 
 
                             WORK____________________________  
  
  MVPA membership number__________ 
 
EMAIL  _________________________________________   

 
Make checks payable to SCMVCC and mail to: 

Richard Snedaker, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 2305 

Irwindale, California 91706 

 

SCMVCC MEETING  
2nd SUNDAY EACH MONTH  

AMVETS of Irwindale 
14910 Los Angeles St. 


